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Key Outdoor Seating Regulations UK: Pedestrian Access and Desigh Compliance
Minimum Pedestrian Clearance Width

Under government guidance, outdoor seating must allow a minimum unobstructed
pedestrian footway width of 1.2 metres but the Inclusive Mobility guidance (DfT, 2021)
recommend a clearance of 2.0 metres (at section 4.2). This ensures accessibility for
wheelchair users, people with buggies, or those with visual impairments.

The pavement measures 2.1m to the inner kerb edge. A suitable bench would extend
60cm and 75cm into the pavement, leaving between 1.4 and 1.5m. A backless bench
would be narrower (51cm).

The conservation Officer may require the bench to be of the same design as the one
outside the ‘Leisure Centre’ opposite. These ‘Southampton Seats’ are 69cm deep,
leaving less space. The seat outside the ‘Leisure Centre’ is 1.7m from the inner kerb
edge, the kerb being 2.5m wide from the building to the edge.

Street Furniture Material Standards and Durability Requirements in the UK

Benches installed in public spaces must be constructed from materials rated for long-
term outdoor exposure and minimal maintenance. Common specifications include
FSC-certified hardwoods, hot-dip galvanised or powder-coated steel. Where
applicable, coatings must comply with ISO 12944-6 for corrosion resistance in harsh
environments.

Design & Aesthetics
Context-Sensitive Material Selection

Design guidance from Historic England and local planning authorities encourages
selection of materials that reflect local character.

Visual Harmony and Cohesion

Street furniture should contribute to a coordinated visual identity. This often includes
matching finishes across seating, bins, bollards and signage.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/61d32bb7d3bf7f1f72b5ffd2/inclusive-mobility-a-guide-to-best-practice-on-access-to-pedestrian-and-transport-infrastructure.pdf

