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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Parks and Recreation committee meeting held Wednesday 20th May 2026 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam.

Present: 	Cllrs Jeremy Bell, Louis Bach, Barry Edwards, Peter Hames, Claire Hodson and Niki Tait.


In attendance: Ian Rawle – Parks & Buildings Manager.
		Christine Hutchins – Friends of Westward Ho! Park (FOTWHOP).

  2605/042        To elect a Chair for the Committee
Cllr Bell nominated Cllr Hames as Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee. 
The nomination was seconded by Cllr Tait. The matter was put to a vote. All members were in favour. 


2605/043          To elect a Deputy Chair for the Committee
Cllr Bell nominated Cllr Tait as Deputy Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee. 
The nomination was seconded by Cllr Hames. The matter was put to a vote. The majority of members were in favour, with one member voting against.


2605/044	To receive and approve apologies for absence, in accordance with Local 			Government Act 1972 s85(1)
Cllr Whittaker and Cllr Sam Newman-McKie apologised, the reasons for which were accepted.



2605/045	Chair’s Announcements 
The Chair has no announcements. The Parks and Buildings Manager informed members that there is an error on page 11, item 14. The cost of the preferred option would be met from cost code 136 (Westward Ho!) rather than cost code 139 (Parks and Recreation).

2605/046	To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests
Members were reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed.

2605/047	To agree the agenda as published
It was resolved to agree the agenda as published.
Proposed Cllr Bell, Seconded Cllr Tait (all in favour)

2603/692	To confirm as a correct record and sign the minutes of the Parks and Recreation Committee held on 18th March 2026 
It was resolved that to approve the minutes as a true and correct record, which were signed by the Chair.
Proposed Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Bach (all in favour)	    
	    
2603/693	Public Participation
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Members of the public are permitted to make representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only in respect of business 
itemised on the agenda and shall not speak for more than 4 minutes. The period of time which is designated for public participation in accordance with standing orders shall not exceed 20 minutes.

[bookmark: _Hlk76477598][bookmark: _Hlk67496430][bookmark: _Hlk155100921]There was one member of the public present, in addition to Christine Hutchins, who would be invited to contribute at the relevant time.

2605/048	To receive an update on actions
Northam Town Council Minutes 								2024-25

Northam Town Council Minutes 								2025-26													

	The Action table is presented below.
C Chair’s initials 

CChair’s initials 
Northam Town Council Minutes 								2024-25

Northam Town Council Minutes 							2025-26

C Chair’s initials 

                                                                                         Chair’s initials 
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	Action
	November 2025
	January 2026
	March 2026
	May 2026

	1
	To seek legal advice regarding installation of a step at Blackies (Ref: 2507/194 Construction of Steps and improvement of ‘desire line’ surface at Blackies Footpath)
	Added to actions
	If access and steps are created for public use, they must meet safety standards and be regularly inspected to avoid liability. Public liability insurance should be considered. Permission is needed from the landowner, and if the access meets a road or pavement, Highways approval is required. Planning permission may also be needed. Further checks with insurers, legal advisors, and the landowner are recommended.
	In progress. 
	In discussion with DCC Public Rights of Way Officer


	2
	Permanent PumpTrack
	Added to actions
	Burrough Farm preferred site, Lord’s Meadow less suitable. Obtain expert advice and cost estimate.
If feasible, seek Full Council approval and go to tender.
Explore funding opportunities (Sports Lottery, Section 106, others).
	In progress. 
	Researching funding and contractor cost (by in and place using contractors and NTC staff)

	3
	To connect the Tarmac/wetpour path to the play area at Lords Meadow
	
	Added to agenda. 
	Works planned for the end of March, ready for Easter Holidays.
	Complete

	4
	To replace damaged and diseased Silver Birch trees at Lords Meadow
	
	Added to agenda.
	On Agenda.
	Complete

	5
	Explore and develop alternative summer activities for Lords Meadow
	
	Added to agenda.
	Not Started. 
	Seeking quotation and availability 

	6
	MUGA WWH! 
	
	-Meet with Contractor to discuss plans
-investigate Planning, contact Environmental Health

	Contractor appointed to revise MUGA plans following feedback 
-Design reduced in size due to planning constraints 
-Additional noise mitigation included (anti-vibration posts and revised fencing) 
-Changes remain within approved budget

	On Agenda 

	7
	Pavilion WWH!

	
	-Survey completed 
-Plans being developed for options (new build or renovation) 
-Demolition costs currently being obtained

	No Change 
	-Survey completed 
-Plans being developed for options (new build or renovation) – Philip Hinton currently preparing draft plans 
-Demolition costs currently being obtained


	8
	Planned works for all Parish Play Parks and Annual Inspection Report
	
	Inspections carried out 
	On Agenda
	On Agenda 

	9
	Hedge laying Lords Meadow

	
	Contact Steve McCulloch for quotation and advice.
	In talks with Steve McCulloch.
	Awaiting quotation.
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Members noted the update from the Parks and Buildings Manager on Actions 1–9. Cllr Bach also provided information on fundraising websites and examples of similar facilities delivered by other councils.
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2605/049	To receive a report from the chair of FOTWHOP (Verbal)
		Christine Hutchings provided members with an update on the park group.
Members were advised that the group’s AGM would take place the following evening. An update was also provided regarding current funds held by the group, including monies raised through the 200 Club.

It was noted that participation in the 200 Club had reduced, with 97 numbers currently in the draw. Members acknowledged that a number of factors may be contributing to this, including the current cost of living pressures affecting ticket sales.

Councillors suggested that future plans and projects relating to the park be displayed on notice boards to help promote awareness and community engagement.

This was noted by the Committee

Action Point: Parks and Buildings Manager to investigate options for promoting future park plans and projects on local notice boards to help improve community engagement and awareness.

	
2605/050	To update members from the MUGA Working Group.

It was noted that work was progressing on the submission of a Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed development. Members were also advised that the draft tender documentation would be reviewed by the Council’s solicitor prior to issue, in order to ensure the documentation is appropriate and robust.

Members further noted that public consultation and engagement with local residents would be undertaken once the necessary amendments had been completed, including the preparation and distribution of a consultation letter or leaflet outlining the proposed project and opportunities for feedback.

It was requested that, in future, the minutes of the MUGA Working Group be circulated to all councillors.

This was noted by the Committee

Action Point: Parks and Buildings Manager to circulate the MUGA Working Group minutes to all councillors going forward.
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2605/051 	To discuss and note the planned works for all Parish play parks and review the annual inspection report from The Play Inspection Company Ltd 

Members received an update from the Parks and Buildings Manager regarding the planned works arising from the annual playground inspection report undertaken by The Play Inspection Company Ltd.

The Parks and Buildings Manager outlined a programme of both reactive and non-reactive maintenance works across the play areas, including ongoing monitoring and treatment of rust-affected equipment due to the coastal location of the sites.

Cllr Edwards suggested contacting the Building Research Establishment (BRE) to seek recommendations regarding suitable paint systems and treatment methods for play equipment affected by corrosion, noting that they would be well placed to provide advice given the Council’s proximity to the sea and the associated environmental conditions.

Members noted the report and discussed the importance of proactive maintenance to extend the lifespan of the equipment and maintain safety standards.

Action Point: Parks and Buildings Manager to contact the Building Research Establishment (BRE) to seek advice on suitable paint systems and treatment methods for play equipment affected by coastal corrosion.

2605/052	Windmill Lane Allotments - Condition of Boundary Wall Adjacent to Allotments

Members received an update regarding concerns over the condition of a boundary wall adjacent to the allotment plots at Windmill Lane Allotments.

Members were advised that sections of the wall are showing signs of deterioration and may be unstable, creating a potential risk of collapse or subsidence into neighbouring allotment plots and therefore posing a possible safety concern.

Following discussion, members agreed that the owner of the wall should be contacted and advised that responsibility for the maintenance and repair of the wall rests with the landowner.
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Members noted the update regarding the condition of the boundary wall adjacent to the allotments and agreed that correspondence be issued to the landowner regarding responsibility for repairs.

Proposed Cllr Bach, Seconded Cllr Tait (all in favour)

ACTION POINT: Town Clerk to contact the landowner regarding the deteriorating condition of the boundary wall adjacent to Windmill Lane Allotments, advising that responsibility for inspection, maintenance and any necessary repairs rests with the landowner due to the potential safety risk posed to adjoining allotment plots.

2605/053	Replacement of Benches at Westward Ho! Tennis Courts	

	Members considered options for the replacement of the existing benches at Westward Ho! Tennis Courts.

Members were advised that, due to the site’s close proximity to the coast, the existing benches have been subject to significant weathering from the marine environment, including timber deterioration and corrosion to metal components caused by salt exposure.

The Parks and Buildings Manager presented three recycled plastic bench options for consideration, noting the benefits of recycled plastic materials in coastal locations due to their durability, resistance to rot and corrosion.

Following discussion, members agreed to proceed with Option 2, Members noted that the total cost of £738 including VAT and delivery for three benches would be met from Cost Code 136 (Westward Ho! Park).

Members agreed to proceed with Option 2 for the replacement benches at Westward Ho! Tennis Courts at a total cost of £738 including VAT and delivery, to be funded from Cost Code 136 (Westward Ho! Park).

Proposed Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour)

ACTION POINT: Parks and Buildings Manager to proceed with the purchase and installation of three recycled plastic benches (Option 2).

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:36 pm.

	      Signed………………………………………………..Dated……………………………
[bookmark: _Hlk79604003]

Page 301
5th March 2026 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam.

Present: 	Cllrs Bell, Hodson, Horrocks, Newman-McKie (Chair) and Tait.

In attendance: 	Guy Langton (Town Clerk & RFO).

2603/667	To receive and approve apologies for absence, in accordance with Local Government Act 1972 s85(1) 
Cllr Bach tendered his apologies, there were two vacancies on the committee.

2603/668	Chair’s announcements
The Chair made no announcements.
		
2603/669	To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests
Members were reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed.

2603/670	To agree the agenda as published.
It was resolved to agree the agenda as published.
Proposed Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Horrocks (all in favour)

2603/671	To confirm as a correct record and sign the minutes of the Review Committee meeting held on the 12th February 2026
It was resolved that to approve the minutes of that meeting of the Review Committee as a correct record, they were signed by the Chair.
Proposed Cllr Horrocks, Seconded Cllr Bell (majority in favour)

2603/672	Public Participation
There were no members of the public represent.

2603/673	To consider the action point update 
		The action points were noted as presented below.

	Item
	September 2025

	1. Emergency planning 

	The Town Clerk has contacted the Emergency Planning project manager from Devon Communities who emphasised the nature of the role of the Town Council in preparing for emergencies.
The contact details and locations included in the Emergency Plan had been reviewed and published on the Council’s website at Emergency Plan - Northam Town Council. The Town Clerk is attending a seminar in October presented by the Devon Community Resilience Forum and will apply any changes advised after that. 
The first piece of work that would be completed was a Risk Assessment, which would be put to this committee for consideration. 
Emergency Services would be advised of the Council’s identified refuge buildings.                                                                                                                  ONGOING

	4. Vision Statement and action Plan

	To prepare a separate report for the completed actions;
Remove/hide the columns for 2023/24;
That the Chair and Town Clerk would meet to prepare a revised document for the November 2025 meeting of this committee.                                  ONGOING
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2603/674	 To consider the enclosed revised policies:

[bookmark: _Hlk491085323][bookmark: _Hlk89695445][bookmark: _Hlk146017229]Council Grants Policy v1.0
It was resolved to recommend the revised policy (with typographical amendments and additions to improve clarity) to Full Council for adoption.
Proposed: Cllr Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Horrocks (majority in favour, one against).

Cllr Tait left the meeting at this point (7:20pm)

DBS Policy v0.1
It was resolved to recommend the revised policy (with typographical amendments and additions to improve clarity) to Full Council for adoption.
Proposed: Cllr Horrocks, Seconded: Cllr Bell (all in favour).

Maternity Scheme (26.02.2026)
It was resolved to recommend the revised scheme (with typographical amendments and additions to improve clarity) to Full Council for adoption.
Proposed: Cllr Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour).

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:40pm.


Signed………………………………………………..Dated……………………………………………….
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FINANCE & HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE
10th June 2026 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam.

Present: 	Cllrs Edwards, Hames, Himan, Hodson (Chair), Leather, Tait and Whittaker.

In attendance: 	Guy Langton (Town Clerk & RFO) and Cllr Bach.

2606/070	To receive and approve apologies for absence, in accordance with Local Government Act 1972 s85(1) 
Cllr Newman-McKie submitted her apologies, the reasons for which were approved by the committee.

2606/071	Chair’s announcements
The Chair brought the committee’s attention to the likelihood that the council would not confirm that it has complied with the various requirements of Assertion 10 of the AGAR. The Town Clerk had circulated the NALC toolkit for Assertion 10 and would seek training opportunities for staff and members.

2606/072	To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests
Members were reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed.

2606/073	To agree the agenda as published.
It was resolved to agree the agenda as published.
Proposed Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Leather (all in favour)

2606/074	To consider the minutes of the Finance meeting held on the 13th May 2026 as a true and correct record
	It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true and correct record, which were signed by the Chair.
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Hames.

2606/075	Public Participation
There were no members of the public present.

[bookmark: _Hlk167367319]2606/076	To receive an update on Action Points
The action points were noted as presented below. 


	Action
	
	Update

	1
	Open two further bank accounts at the Cooperative Bank, one for the May Fair and one for the Mayor’s Charitable Fundraising.
	Applications submitted, confirmation of accounts and login details was awaited. The accounts would appear on the Scribe bank reconciliation when available.                                           COMPLETE


	2
	Arrange digger training for one member of staff 
	Arrangements to be made. The officers are exploring opportunities for combining with other similar bodies to improve access and reduce costs.                                                                ONGOING
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	3
	Reference the carpark adjacent to the Seagate Hotel - Advise the lease holder (Young & Co Brewery plc) of the Council’s decision to extend the end date by three months, in line with paragraph 21.5.

Ask the lease holder what sort of events and how many would be held on the car park, should permission be granted.

	The lease holder has been advised that amendments may need to be made to the lease:
a. the patio being explicitly defined as wholly on NTC land and not within the curtilage of the Seagate Hotel,
b. no automatic right of access / egress across NTC land is granted to the Seagate Hotel, as confirmed with TDC a number of years ago, 
c. Relevant planning permissions, if appropriate (advice is being sought).
A solicitor has been contacted to review and draft the lease (6 years, starting at £7,000/year, subject to annual indexation, as defined). 
Should the revised lease be materially different to the current one, the lease may need to return to this committee or Full Council.
The council has not granted permission for events on the car park.                                                ONGOING

	4
	Reference the carpark adjacent to the Seagate Hotel - Seek confirmation of the permission given for the existing constructions on the land (the patio and associated works, and the gig shed)
	This council’s files have been researched and, finding no record of permission, the transferee has been contacted. A response is awaited.                                  
                                                                                   ONGOING


	5
	Vehicle tracking
	The matter is being researched by the Parks & Buildings Manager and will be on a future agenda.  ONGOING


	6
	Prepare an outline of the process by which the Council issues Northam Burrows Manor Passes on behalf of the Northam Burrows Charity.
	The work has been delayed by the absence of staff over April and May and is ongoing.
                                                                                   ONGOING



2606/077 To consider the Clerk’s report and approve, by resolution, the payments as listed

On 31st May 2026 the Council’s balances were:
	Petty Cash
	£45.15
	no interest
	

	Hinkley & Rugby Building Society

	£346,284
	interest rate is 1.65% 
	Holding account for general expenditure and £50,000 of the General Reserve

	Cambridge & Counties Bank (31-day)

	£98,282.46
	interest rate is 2.72%
	General Reserves

	Nationwide (Business 95-day saver)

	£97,622.26
	interest rate is 3.20%  

	Earmarked Reserves (as per agreed budget: parks, defibrillators, LCWIP, war memorial cleaning, skate park and pavilion renovation reserve)

	Cambridge Building Society	

	£9,281.88
	interest rate is 1.55%  
	Tennis Reserves

	Coop Bank (current account)
	£349,933.47
	no interest  
	General expenditure


Total cash in hand (SCRIBE)		£586,914.39

The bank reconciliation was signed by the Chair.
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Petty Cash: The council spent £55.66 of petty cash in May 2026, withdrawing £50 to maintain the balance stated in the financial regulation (£100).

Tennis courts: 
The gross volume of sales in May 2026 was £680. After fees, the Council has received £643.63. Eleven of the receipts were for annual passes, which provide holders with free tennis court bookings for the calendar year after purchase.
Since 1st April 2026, the Council has received £1,310.82 for tennis court memberships and bookings.

Payments: 
Between 1st and 31st May 2026, the council made 176 payments, totalling £76,865.36 (ex VAT), including 38 grants. There were 84 payments of £100 or more totalling £74,654.81 (ex VAT) - copies of the payments are appended to the minutes.

It was resolved to approve the payments as listed.
Proposed: Cllr Hodson, seconded: Cllr Whittaker (all in favour).

Receipts:  Between 1st and 31st May 2026, the Council received 100 payments totalling £5,140.59 (ex VAT), plus a VAT refund of £9,458.10 (Q4, 2025/26).

The report was noted and received.

2606/078	To consider increasing the mileage and fuel rates paid as expenses
It was resolved to adopt the revised HMRC mileage rate, backdated to the 1st April 2026.
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Whittaker (all in favour).

2606/079	To consider appointing an out-of-hours keyholding and response service
It was resolved to appoint company A (Guarantor Security Ltd) to provide keyholder services for the council at a cost of 
Annual keyholding and 24-hour standby fee of £600 (ex VAT), comprising £200/site
Alarm response callout at £35 (ex VAT) for the first hour, plus £8.75/15 minutes thereafter.
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Hodson (all in favour).

2606/080	To note the revised Staff Handbook (2026)
The committee requested a number of amendments were made:
To clarify the line management and reporting structure for maintenance staff,
To include a statement clarifying that HMRC and DWP define the ‘lower earnings limits@ wherever stated, and 
Include a reference to the Council’s disciplinary process at paragraph 2.14.
It was resolved to adopt the Staff Handbook (2026) subject to the identified amendments being made.
Proposed: Cllr Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour).
Action point: amend document as described and present to staff.
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It was resolved to exclude members of the press and public, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  Proposed: Cllr Edwards, seconded Cllr Leather (all in favour)

2606/081	To receive and sign the payroll information sheet for submission, considering overtime claimed
Cllr Tait proposed that the whole staff cost related to the May Fair was determined and accounted for in the May Fair’s figures. This was seconded by Cllr Edwards. There were two votes for and 4 votes against with one abstention, the motion was not carried.

It was resolved to approve the payroll submission sheet for June 2026. 
Cllr Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Whittaker (all in favour).
The payroll information sheet was signed by the Chair.
Action points:	Submit the information.
		Advise members of the estimated staff cost for day of the May Fair.

2606/082	To receive an update on staffing matters
A confidential verbal update was received from the Town Clerk & RFO.
It was resolved to readmit members of the press and public, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  Proposed Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Edwards (all in favour)

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:43pm


Signed……………………………………………….. Dated……………………………………………



Chair’s initials
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	No.
	Date
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	Description
	Cost Centre
	Cost Code
	Minute

	1
	01.04.2026
	£13.60
	£0.00
	£13.60
	Stripe fees
	Tennis Courts
	Stripe Fees
	

	2
	01.04.2026
	£448.76
	£0.00
	£448.76
	Room rental
	Administration
	Room Rental
	

	3
	01.04.2026
	£5.83
	£1.17
	£7.00
	Refreshments
	Members
	Civic & General Expenses
	

	4
	01.04.2026
	£33.33
	£6.67
	£40.00
	Flowers
	Members
	Civic & General Expenses
	

	5
	01.04.2026
	£0.70
	£0.00
	£0.70
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	6
	02.04.2026
	£0.42
	£0.00
	£0.42
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	7
	07.04.2026
	£314.00
	£62.80
	£376.80
	IT contract
	ICT
	Cloudy IT
	

	8
	07.04.2026
	£455.00
	£91.00
	£546.00
	Cleaning CPT
	CPT
	Cleaning
	

	9
	07.04.2026
	£28.17
	£5.63
	£33.80
	Contra Roberts Cleaning
	Administration
	Town Hall - Cleaning
	

	10
	07.04.2026
	£130.00
	£26.00
	£156.00
	Alarm maintenance
	Northam Hall
	Alarm & CCTV
	

	11
	07.04.2026
	£533.00
	£106.60
	£639.60
	Vehicle Service
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Truck Maintenance
	

	12
	07.04.2026
	£72.00
	£14.40
	£86.40
	Plants
	Parks & Recreation
	Lords Meadow
	

	13
	07.04.2026
	£79.76
	£15.95
	£95.71
	Paint
	Parks & Recreation
	Westward Ho! Park
	

	14
	07.04.2026
	£8.47
	£1.69
	£10.16
	Watering Equipment
	Pavilion & CPT
	Maintenance
	

	15
	07.04.2026
	£355.00
	£0.00
	£355.00
	May Fair 2026
	Community
	May Fair Costs
	

	16
	07.04.2026
	£733.33
	£146.67
	£880.00
	May Fair 2026
	Community
	May Fair Costs
	

	17
	07.04.2026
	£155.01
	£31.00
	£186.01
	Photocopier lease
	Administration
	Photocopier LeasePage 46

	

	18
	07.04.2026
	£4.17
	£0.83
	£5.00
	Mobile Phone - TT
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	19
	07.04.2026
	£51.33
	£10.27
	£61.60
	Telephone system
	ICT
	Phones
	

	20
	09.04.2026
	£84.40
	£4.22
	£88.62
	Electricity - Pavilion
	Pavilion & CPT
	Electric
	

	21
	09.04.2026
	£1,089.56
	£217.91
	£1,307.47
	Insurance
	Insurances
	General
	

	22
	09.04.2026
	£5.00
	£1.00
	£6.00
	Mobile Phone  - IR
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	23
	09.04.2026
	£8.75
	£1.75
	£10.50
	Radar Key
	CPT
	Lock
	

	24
	09.04.2026
	£279.93
	£55.99
	£335.92
	Highway Signage
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Highway Signage & Barriers
	

	25
	09.04.2026
	£1.35
	£0.00
	£1.35
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	26
	09.04.2026
	£1.38
	£0.00
	£1.38
	Square fees
	Administration
	Boat Park Square Fees
	

	27
	10.04.2026
	£303.12
	£15.16
	£318.28
	Gas Account
	Northam Hall
	Gas
	

	28
	10.04.2026
	£23.32
	£4.67
	£27.99
	Tools 
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Tools & Equipment
	

	29
	10.04.2026
	£335.00
	£67.00
	£402.00
	Civic.ly Subscription
	ICT
	Civic.ly Asset Management Software
	

	30
	10.04.2026
	£500.00
	£100.00
	£600.00
	MVSIDs
	Environment & Maintenance
	MVSIDs
	

	31
	10.04.2026
	£1.69
	£0.00
	£1.69
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	32
	10.04.2026
	£1.52
	£0.00
	£1.52
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	33
	13.04.2026
	£7.07
	£1.42
	£8.49
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Tools & Equipment
	

	34
	14.04.2026
	£19.59
	£3.92
	£23.51
	Repairs
	Northam Hall
	Maintenance
	

	35
	14.04.2026
	£193.54
	£38.71
	£232.25
	Fuel
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Fuel - WF18 PTXPage 47

	

	35
	14.04.2026
	£161.77
	£32.35
	£194.12
	Fuel
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Fuel - Mowers
	

	36
	15.04.2026
	£106.63
	£21.33
	£127.96
	Tables
	Northam Hall
	Maintenance
	

	37
	15.04.2026
	£61.00
	£0.00
	£61.00
	Water bill
	Pavilion & CPT
	Water
	

	38
	15.04.2026
	£86.50
	£0.00
	£86.50
	Water bill
	Northam Hall
	Water
	

	39
	15.04.2026
	£0.60
	£0.00
	£0.60
	Square fees
	Community
	Square Fees for May Fair Stalls
	

	40
	16.04.2026
	£2.91
	£0.58
	£3.49
	Tape
	Administration
	Stationery
	

	41
	16.04.2026
	£69.55
	£13.91
	£83.46
	Printer inks
	Administration
	Stationery
	

	42
	16.04.2026
	£76.48
	£15.30
	£91.78
	Printer inks
	Administration
	Stationery
	

	42
	16.04.2026
	£3.30
	£0.66
	£3.96
	Printer inks
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Tools & Equipment
	

	43
	16.04.2026
	£1.35
	£0.00
	£1.35
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	44
	16.04.2026
	£0.60
	£0.00
	£0.60
	Square fees
	Community
	Square Fees for May Fair Stalls
	

	45
	20.04.2026
	£4.17
	£0.83
	£5.00
	Mobile Phone - GL
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	46
	20.04.2026
	£124.66
	£6.23
	£130.89
	Electricity Account
	Northam Hall
	Electric
	

	46
	20.04.2026
	-£17.43
	£0.00
	-£17.43
	Electricity Account
	Northam Hall
	Electric
	

	47
	20.04.2026
	£19,200.00
	£0.00
	£19,200.00
	Salaries
	Staff Costs
	Salaries, HMRC and NEST
	2604/761

	48
	20.04.2026
	£1.35
	£0.00
	£1.35
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	49
	20.04.2026
	£1.01
	£0.00
	£1.01
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	50
	22.04.2026
	£4.82
	£0.96
	£5.78
	Supplies
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Tools & Equipment
	

	51
	22.04.2026
	£171.00
	£0.00
	£171.00
	Garden Waste Collection
	Environment & Maintenance
	Litter/Recycling & Dog Waste Bins
	

	52
	22.04.2026
	£0.30
	£0.00
	£0.30
	Square fees
	Community
	Square Fees for May Fair Stalls
	

	53
	22.04.2026
	£0.42
	£0.00
	£0.42
	Square fees
	Community
	Square Fees for May Fair Stalls
	

	54
	23.04.2026
	£4.17
	£0.83
	£5.00
	Mobile Phone - TA
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	55
	23.04.2026
	£7,242.08
	£0.00
	£7,242.08
	HMRC PAYE
	Staff Costs
	Salaries, HMRC and NEST
	2508/252

	56
	23.04.2026
	£41.95
	£8.39
	£50.34
	Internet
	ICT
	Internet (Offices)
	

	57
	23.04.2026
	£0.60
	£0.00
	£0.60
	Square fees
	Community
	Square Fees for May Fair Stalls
	

	58
	23.04.2026
	£0.42
	£0.00
	£0.42
	Square fees
	Community
	Square Fees for May Fair Stalls
	

	59
	24.04.2026
	£4.17
	£0.83
	£5.00
	Mobile Phone - RG
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	60
	24.04.2026
	£6.25
	£1.25
	£7.50
	Mobile Phone
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	61
	27.04.2026
	£4.17
	£0.83
	£5.00
	Mobile Phone - JL
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	62
	27.04.2026
	£15.82
	£3.17
	£18.99
	Equipment
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Tools & Equipment
	

	63
	27.04.2026
	£21.30
	£4.26
	£25.56
	Equipment
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Tools & Equipment
	

	64
	27.04.2026
	-£178.42
	-£35.68
	-£214.10
	Highway Signage
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Highway Signage & Barriers
	

	65
	28.04.2026
	£4.17
	£0.83
	£5.00
	Mobile Phone - CW
	ICT
	Mobile Phones
	

	66
	28.04.2026
	£7.42
	£1.49
	£8.91
	Equipment
	Parks & Recreation
	Westward Ho! Park
	

	67
	28.04.2026
	£23.98
	£4.80
	£28.78
	Paint
	Parks & Recreation
	Westward Ho! Park
	

	68
	28.04.2026
	£25.00
	£5.00
	£30.00
	Signs
	Environment & Maintenance
	Westward Ho! Finger Post
	

	69
	28.04.2026
	£26.60
	£5.32
	£31.92
	PPE & Workwear
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	PPE & Workwear
	

	70
	28.04.2026
	£30.07
	£6.02
	£36.09
	Paint
	Parks & Recreation
	Westward Ho! Park
	

	71
	28.04.2026
	£50.00
	£0.00
	£50.00
	Donation
	Members
	Civic & General Expenses
	

	72
	28.04.2026
	£45.83
	£9.17
	£55.00
	Trailer
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Truck Maintenance
	

	73
	28.04.2026
	£47.96
	£9.59
	£57.55
	Paint
	Parks & Recreation
	Westward Ho! Park
	

	74
	28.04.2026
	£55.03
	£11.01
	£66.04
	Paint
	Parks & Recreation
	Westward Ho! Park
	

	75
	28.04.2026
	£70.00
	£14.00
	£84.00
	Training
	Training
	Training
	

	76
	28.04.2026
	£112.35
	£22.47
	£134.82
	Payroll
	Staff Costs
	Payroll Processing Fees
	

	77
	28.04.2026
	£156.32
	£31.26
	£187.58
	Stationery
	Administration
	Stationery
	

	78
	28.04.2026
	£178.50
	£35.70
	£214.20
	Payroll
	Staff Costs
	Payroll Processing Fees
	

	79
	28.04.2026
	£192.20
	£38.44
	£230.64
	Refreshments
	Community
	May Fair Costs
	

	80
	28.04.2026
	£200.00
	£40.00
	£240.00
	The Link
	Community
	Newsletters & Communication
	

	81
	28.04.2026
	£400.00
	£0.00
	£400.00
	Cleaning Northam Hall
	Northam Hall
	Cleaning
	

	82
	28.04.2026
	£515.00
	£103.00
	£618.00
	May Fair 2026
	Community
	May Fair Costs
	

	83
	28.04.2026
	£3,078.27
	£615.66
	£3,693.93
	Mayor's Chains
	Members
	Upgrade to Mayoral Chain
	

	84
	28.04.2026
	£55.51
	£11.10
	£66.61
	Strimmer Repair
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Machinery Maintenance
	

	85
	28.04.2026
	£13.36
	£2.67
	£16.03
	Mower
	Council Machinery & Equipment
	Machinery Maintenance
	

	86
	28.04.2026
	£22.50
	£4.50
	£27.00
	Alarm maintenance
	Northam Hall
	Maintenance
	

	87
	29.04.2026
	£0.88
	£0.00
	£0.88
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	88
	09.04.2026
	£15.00
	£3.00
	£18.00
	Keys
	Northam Hall
	Maintenance
	

	89
	10.04.2026
	£1.95
	£0.00
	£1.95
	Refreshments
	Administration
	Refreshments
	

	90
	20.04.2026
	£1.50
	£0.00
	£1.50
	Refreshments
	Administration
	Refreshments
	

	91
	29.04.2026
	£1.50
	£0.00
	£1.50
	Refreshments
	Administration
	Refreshments
	

	92
	30.04.2026
	£0.17
	£0.00
	£0.17
	Square fees
	Northam Hall
	Square Fees for hall hire
	

	93
	30.04.2026
	£18.29
	£3.66
	£21.95
	May Fair 2026
	Community
	May Fair Costs
	 

	93
	Totals
	£38,849.96
	£2,087.15
	£40,937.11
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MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
11th June 2026 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam.

Present: Cllrs Bach, Hames (Chair), Lo-Vel and Sawyer.
In attendance: Guy Langton (Town Clerk & RFO)

2606/083 	To elect a Chair for the committee
Cllr Bach proposed Cllr Hames continue as Chair of this committee. This was seconded by Cllr Sawyer. There being no other nominations, a vote was taken and Cllr Hames was elected unanimously.

2606/084 	To elect a Deputy Chair for the committee
Cllr Hames proposed Cllr Bach be elected Deputy Chair of this committee. This was seconded by Cllr Sawyer. There being no other nominations, a vote was taken and Cllr Bach was elected unanimously.

2606/085 	To receive and approve apologies for absence, in accordance with Local
Government Act 1972 s85 (1)
Cllrs Horrocks and Newman-McKie submitted their apologies, the reasons for which were approved. There were two vacant seats.

2606/086  	Chair’s announcements
The Chair announced that Torridge District Council had expressed concerns to Government about proposals to revise the planning process in England, which would include limiting the powers of planning authority planning committees and restricting the ability of councillors to call in applications to committee.
Parliament would be debating the changes in July this year and the constituency MP had been asked to raise councillor concerns during the debate.

2606/087 	To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests
Members were reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed.

2606/088 	To agree the agenda as published
It was resolved to agree as published.
Proposed Cllr Bach, Seconded Cllr Lo-Vel (all in favour)

2606/089 	To confirm as a correct record and sign the minutes of the Planning & Development Committee meeting held on 30th April 2026
It was resolved that to approve the minutes of that Planning & Development committee meeting as a true and correct record, they were signed by the Chair.
Proposed: Cllr Bach, Seconded: Cllr L-Vel (Majority in favour with 1 abstention - not present at the meeting).

2606/090 	Public Participation
There were no members of the public present.
2606/091 	To receive the Northam Neighbourhood Plan Examiner’s report and receive an update on the next steps
It was anticipated that Northam’s Neighbourhood Plan would be considered by the June 2026 meeting of Full Council at Torridge. If approved, the referendum would need to be within 56 days of that approval, most likely on the 2nd September 2026, though this was to be confirmed. The committee would need to consider how to promote the referendum in due course. Northam Town 
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2606/092 	Torridge District Council Planning Applications:
Torridge District Council, the determining Authority, has asked for comments from the Town Council on the following Parish planning applications:

i) 1/0330/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Retrospective application for the siting of ground mounted solar panels.
Location: 	Marshford House, Churchill Way, Northam
It was resolved to recommend the proposal be granted permission.
Proposed: Cllr Bach; Seconded: Cllr Lo-Vel (all in favour)

ii) 1/0348/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Extension and alterations to property
Location: 	5 Torridge Road, Appledore
It was resolved to recommend the proposal be granted permission.
Proposed: Cllr Bach; Seconded: Cllr Lo-Vel (all in favour)

iii) 1/0347/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Erection of two-storey side extension and decking with associated alterations (Variation of condition 2 of planning approval 1/0837/2025/FUL)
Location: 	The Mount, Lakenham Hill, Northam
It was resolved to recommend the proposal be granted permission, subject to
inclusion of solar PV in the plans to be installed as part of the build.
Proposed: Cllr Bach; Seconded: Cllr Lo-Vel (all in favour)

2606/093 	Torridge District Council Planning Decisions
It was noted that Torridge District Council, the determining Authority, had granted permission for the following applications with conditions as filed:

i) 1/0131/2026/FUL & 18/0132/2026/LBC
Proposal: 	Replacement 4no. bay windows
Location: 	Chircombe House, Chircombe Lane, Northam
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)

ii) 1/0194/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Replacement rear balcony
Location: 	Greenbanks, Lakenham Hill, Northam
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be refused permission.)

iii) 1/0151/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Replacement single storey rear extension and alterations to outbuilding
Location: 	4 Alpha Place, Appledore
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)

iv) 1/0239/2026/LBC
Proposal:	 Alterations, repairs and improvements to ground floors and alteration of existing external door openings in north elevation to window openings
Location: 	Staddon House, Staddon Road, Appledore.
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)

v) 1/0268/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey extension
Location: 	2 Tower Street, Northam
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)
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vi) 1/0076/2025/FUL
Proposal: 	Proposed flats and associated parking (variation of condition 2 of planning permission 1/0831/2017/FUL) (variation of condition 2 of planning approval 1/0618/2018/FUL)
Location: 	The Pines, 76 Atlantic Way, Westward Ho!
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)

vii) 1/1001/2025/LA
Proposal: 	Retrospective extension to quay wall, clarification of quay wall height and proposed erection of northern boundary treatment – amended plans.
Location: 	Middle Dock, New Quay Street, Appledore
(Northam Town Council did not comment on the amended plans, having recommended the first version be granted permission.)

viii) 1/0242/2026/FUH
Proposal: 	Replacement conservatory to rear of property
Location: 	11 Clevelands park, Northam
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)

ix) 1/0248/2026/FULC
Proposal: 	Change of use to hot food takeaway (sui generis)
Location: 	22 Nelson Road, Westward Ho!
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)

x) 1/0234/2026/FUL
Proposal: 	Erection of single storey extension to rear, and replacement windows and doors
Location: St Elvis, 6 New Quay Street, Appledore
(Northam Town Council recommended that the proposal be granted permission.)



There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6:50pm



Signed………………………………………………..Dated……………………………………………….

