SUMMARY OF THE 2019 CONSULTATION - READ THIS FILE FIRST

The 2019 consultation was intended to last 2 weeks in March.  On 2/4 it was extended to 19/4/19.

The consultation consisted of:

1 PUBLIC MEETINGS - one in each settlement plus an additional one in Appledore organised by the ARA.

2 RESPONSES TO A QUESTIONNAIRE - this asked for comments on each policy.

3 EMAILED COMMENTS ON THE POLICIES AFFECTING THE IDENTIFIED BATTLEFIELD OF NORTHAM 1069 - these comments came from members of the Battle of Northam Association.

1 THE PUBLIC MEETINGS

The meetings were - Westward Ho! (Kingsley Hall 19/3), Northam (Northam Town Hall 20/3) and Appledore (22/3 St Mary's Hall) and then shortly after on 8/4 there was a larger meeting at Appledore Social Club organised by the ARA in Appledore.  At the first 3 meetings the PowerPoint by Chris Leather was shown and Chris did a presentation and answered questions. 

I was not present at the 3 official consultation meetings and as far as I know there was no formal record made of attendance or feedback on policies.  Those present tell me that numbers were quite low but feedback was supportive on the policies.  I believe that those attending were encouraged to fill out the questionnaire.

I was present at the ARA meeting.  Attendance was quite good - around 45.  Feedback was positive about the policies with strong support for the environmental policies (now EN1, EN2, EN3, EN4 and HER1) an especially lively debate about the Richmond Dock (now HER2) with nearly everyone supporting the then policy but some division between those who wanted shipbuilding and those who wanted a heritage centre for the site).

THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Respondents to the March-April consultation filled in a questionnaire requesting comments on each policy. They could either fill in a paper version and post it freepost to NTC or fill in an online version.  According to Jo's notes 63 questionnaires were completed in total.

The comments on the questionnaires were typed up and grouped under policies.  The document was copied but not apparently digitised.  The paper copies were handed to group members at the NNP meeting in April 2019.  In addition on 29/4/19 Peter Hames made a set of notes on the consultation responses from these notes listed some of the significant responses but did not count numbers for or against each of the policies.  

I have an almost complete set of the comments as typed by Jo.  I am missing the comments on the broadband policy - luckily this is no longer in the NNP so the comments are less important.  I have digitised this set of comments.

THE EMAIL COMMENTS

In addition to the responses from the questionnaires there were 19 email replies with comments on the policies relevant to the gap between settlements from members of the Battle of Northam Association.  Jo emailed the comments to the NNP group members before the April group meeting.

THE NNP GROUP DISCUSSION OF THE CONSULTATION RESPONSES

The email comments and the questionnaire responses were not discussed in the April meeting since the questionnaire comments were only given to members close to the end of the meeting and the attendance was very low.  Discussion was postponed to the next meeting. 

The consultation responses were discussed at the next NNP meeting on 20/6/19.  The discussion continued in the NNP meeting on 3/6/19

NICK'S NOTES ON THE CONSULTATION RESPONSES

I made the notes prior to the 20/5/19 meeting when the results of the April 2019 were discussed because I wanted to be clear what the public thought of each policy before the meeting on 20/5/19 so I read all the questionnaire comments and the email comments and made notes on them.   

My notes inlcuded a count of opinions for and against each policy.   
The Discussion section is a digest of all the comments received.  
The Comments to act upon section is a note on matters that I wanted to raise in the meeting of 20/5/19,

THE YOUNG PERSONS' POLICY

The NNP Young Persons policy was never consulted upon in March-April 2019 as it wasn't ready but on 31 July 2019 Laurence Shelley presented the group with the results of a one-hour meeting with Bideford College students on the other NNP policies.  Whilst this exercise can be regarded as part of the 2019 consultation it is now redundant because the young persons' policy is not now part of the NNP.

CONCLUSION ON THE 2019 CONSULTATION

The 2019 consultation was a serious and well-planned effort to discover the views of the public on the draft NNP policies.   The meetings were well-advertised and Chris's talk was well-planned.  The questionnaire was well-designed with the potential to allow a range of responses and information from the public on each policy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is unfortunate that attendance at the meetings was not greater and more questionnaires were not completed, nonetheless the Consultation certainly ticked the box for an initial community consultation because it was open to all and there was also the opportunity to engage with the consultation on the website.  If the number of responses were small they were almost certainly representative of public opinion.  Therefore I consider that the consultation was fit for purpose.
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