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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Northam Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group 
Meeting held by Zoom on Thursday 20th July 2021 

Present:  Cllrs Hames, Hodson Sargent, and Shelley 
 Non-Councillor Members: Mr G Allen and Ms J Smart  
   
In attendance:  Mr G Langton – Deputy Town Clerk  
 Two members of the public 
 Mr G Townsend - Advisor 
  
 

2107/332 Apologies  
Apologies were received from Cllr Newman-Mackie and Ms E Bartleman. 

 
2107/333 Chairman’s announcements 

The Chairman thanked the previous Chairmen of this advisory group for their 
work in getting the Neighbourhood Plan to this stage. The Plan now needed to 
be progressed urgently, especially as one approved development compromised 
a key issue of coalescence between villages. He noted that 14 policies had 
been approved thus far, with others in a draft stage. There were further policies 
to be added as resolved at the June meeting. 
 
The Chairman expressed his aim that, by the October meeting of this Group, 
the policies would all be approved and the Plan design agreed. He also noted 
that Neighbourhood Plan would continue as a work in progress. 

 
2107/334 Declarations of interest: 

Members were reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item 
being discussed. 

 
2107/335 To agree the agenda as published 
  It was resolved to agree the agenda as published 
  Proposed: Cllr Sargent, Seconded Cllr Hames (all in favour) 
 
2107/336 To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held 24th June 2021 

 It was resolved to confirm the minutes of the meeting held 1st April 2021 

 They would be signed at a later date. 

Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded: Cllr Hodson  (majority in favour, 1 abstention 

Member not present at the meeting) 

 

2107/337 Public Participation 
It was announced that members of the public were permitted to make 
representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of any item of 
business included in the agenda. Each member of the public would be entitled 
to speak once only in respect of business itemised on the agenda and should 
not speak for more than 4 minutes. The period of time which is designated for 
public participation in accordance with standing orders shall not exceed 20 
minutes. 
It was agreed to allow the members of the public present to wait until the 
relevant item to address the Advisory Group. 
 

2107/338 To consider how to review the approved policies for currency. 
The Advisory Group considered that it would prove beneficial for the Deputy 
Town Clerk and Mr Townsend to meet with the Planning Policy Officers from 
Torridge District Council to seek their advice on the Neighbourhood Plan for 
content and currency. It was agreed that this would best be undertaken after 
the August meeting of this Group, when more policy wording would have been 
approved and the extent of additional policies understood in more detail. 
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It was resolved to arrange the meeting with Torridge District Council Officers 
and representatives of Northam District Council as noted above. 
Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour) 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk and Mr Townsend to find mutually 
convenient dates in weeks commencing 6th and 13th September 2021 to 
offer the Officers of Torridge District Council. 

 
2107/339 To receive action points. 
  The action points were noted. 

 

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk and Mr Townsend to review the possible 
content of a policy to protect community buildings and facilities, in the 
light of the established processes in respect of assets of community 
value, and the policies contained within the Torridge District Council 
Local Plan 2031. 
 

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to contact Mr C Dobbs at Torridge 
District Council for up to date demographic data. 

 
2107/340 To approve the meeting schedule for the year to 30.04.2022. 

It was resolved to approve the meeting schedule, though the exact timing of 
the meeting scheduled for the 21st December would be reviewed again nearer 
the time, with meetings continuing on Zoom unless agreed otherwise on a 
case-by-case basis. 

  Proposed: Cllr Sargent, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour) 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to provide the Council with the new 
dates. 

 
2108/341 To receive an update on the inclusion of a policy concerned with Principal 

and Full-Time Residence. 
 The Advisory Group discussed the detail of such a policy and its relationship 

with outcomes for affordable housing at length, including the possible benefits 
for the community and reduction in affordable housing that may result. The 
ways in which affordable housing may be provided by other bodies and in other 
ways, such as community land trusts or by promoting self-build projects were 
also discussed. It was noted that Northam Town Council did not own significant 
tracts of land that could be provided and that other landowners may wish to 
maximise their values rather than providing development land for less profitable 
schemes. 
Action point: Mr Townsend to draft wording of a policy for sales of new 
properties as principal residences only in advance of the August meeting 
to enable members to review it prior to that meeting. 

 
2109/342 To review the wording of the below listed policies: 

i. Tourism Attractions & Accommodation 
It was resolved revise the wording of the policy as presented on page 75. 
Proposed Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Hames (all in favour). 
 
ii. Richmond Dock 
It was resolved to revise the wording of the policy as presented on page 76. 
Proposed Cllr Shelley, Seconded Cllr Hames (all in favour) 

   
iii. Provision for Young People 
It was resolved to defer the consideration of this policy to the August meeting 
of the Advisory Group. 
Proposed: Cllr Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Shelley (all in favour). 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:30pm 
   

Signed ……………………………………………….           Dated…………………………………. 
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