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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee Meeting held 8th July 2021 at 6pm
Present: 
Cllrs Hames (Chairman), Hodson, Laws, Newman McKie and Shelley
In attendance: 
Cllr H McCarthy – non-committee member



Mr G Langton – Deputy Town Clerk.



Phoebe Gibb – co-opted member



Tom Wiersma – co-opted member

.
2107/284
Apologies


Apologies were received from Cllrs Chalmers and Hodson, and Ms A Hill.
2107/285  
Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman did not make any announcements.
2107/286
Declarations of interest:

Members were reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item being discussed.
2107/287  
To agree the agenda as published
It was resolved to agree the agenda as published. 

Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Shelley (all in favour)
2107/288  
To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 10th June 2021

It was resolved to confirm the minutes of the Climate Emergency meeting held 10th June 2021 as a correct record. They would be signed by the Chairman at a later date.

Proposed: Cllr Hames
, Seconded: Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour).
2107/289  
To consider Action Points
It was noted that the action regarding recycling bins had been completed for the previous meeting.

It was agreed to remove the action point relating to the constituency MP from future lists.

The Committee noted the decision on amending the Council staff Microsoft 365 accounts would be passed to the relevant Committee.

The Committee noted the remaining action points as presented.
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to remove the action point relating to the constituency MP from future lists.
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk pass the request for adding to the Council staff Microsoft 365.
2107/290  
Public Participation
No members of the public were present.
2107/291  
To consider the redrafted Northam Town Council Environment Policy. 

The Committee considered the circulated drafts, thanking the Deputy Town Clerk and Committee Chairman for the work they had done to produce them.


It was resolved to recommend an adapted version of the policy, being the amendments to the current policy and to include the references to Council committee work, to the Review Committee for consideration.
Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded Cllr Laws (all in favour)
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to make the amendments and circulated the updated policy to the members prior to inclusion on the Review Committee agenda.
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2107/292
To consider the report on residents responses regarding the redefining of Chircombe Lane as a mixed use path.
The Committee noted the report, highlighting the negative response to the proposal from the residents written to. The Committee noted the comments from residents indicating the lack of completeness in the information provided.

It was resolved to invite the residents of Chircombe Lane to an informal meeting at a time and location to be decided, to inform them of the Committees thoughts and gather their feedback.

Proposed: Cllr Newman-McKie, Seconded Cllr Laws (all in favour).

2107/293
To consider other cycle routes that may be pursued for improvement or proposal.

The Committee discussed the inclusions of road improvements in the Section 106 agreements arising from the major developments included as part of the Torridge District Council Local Plan 2031. It was noted that the phasing indicated that any improvements would be in the latter stages of the developments. 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to establish how routes through Kenwith Valley, Hanson Park amongst others may be included in the LCWIP.
2107/294
To consider the report into the installation of solar panels at Northam Hall.

The Committee considered the paper and its contents.

It was resolved to recommend to Full Council (with accompanying paper) that the Committee be approved to instruct Company C for the work included in their quote.
Proposed Cllr Laws, Seconded Cllr Shelley (all in favour).

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to request the item be placed on Part B of the Full Council agenda, with costs to be met from this Committee’s budget.
2107/295
To consider applying for a grant to support a plan to plant the frontage of the Town Hall on Windmill Lane with pollinator-friendly plants.

The Committee considered that this project would, should it be improved, be an integral part of the Council’s work to improve biodiversity, a strategy for which would be produced for consideration in due course.

It was resolved to apply for this grant to match fund the cost of improving the biodiversity of the planting at the Town Hall.

Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded: Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour).

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to draft and submit the grant application.
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to include Biodiversity Strategy as a future agenda item.
2107/296
To consider joining the ‘Our place: Our Planet’ website.

It was agreed to defer the decision to a future meeting of the Committee.

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to circulate the full papers received from the organisation.

2107/297
To consider an strategy for the provision of an Electric Vehicle charging network across the Town.


The Committee discussed the apparent strategy and national and local levels, noting that there did not appear to be clear guidance from national or local government.

Action point: Cllr Hames to request an update from Torridge District Council on the planned charge station for Westward Ho! and find out if electricity is available at Bone Hill carpark.
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2107/298
To receive an update on the Northam Climate App.

The responsible member had tendered their apologies.

2107/299
To receive an update on a footpaths guide for the Town Area.


It was agreed to defer the item to the next meeting of the Committee.

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to include the matter on the next agenda.

2107/300
To receive an update on ‘Life on the Verge’.


The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the Maintenance team had provided photographs of the areas left uncut. As a full cycle of cutting had been completed, a report would be presented to a future meeting of the Committee.

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to draft the report and include on the next agenda.

There being no further business the meeting finished at 8pm.
Signed.......................................................   Dated...........................................................

