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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee Meeting held 13th May 2021 at 10am
Present: 
Cllrs Hames (Chairman), Hodson, Laws, Newman McKie and Shelley.
In attendance: 
Mr G Langton – Deputy Town Clerk.



Tom Wiersma – co-opted member.
2105/056
Election of a Chairman of the Committee
It was resolved to elect Cllr P Hames as Chairman of the Committee. 

Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded: Cllr Laws (all in favour)

2105/057
Election of a vice Chairman of the Committee 

It was resolved to elect Cllr S Newman-McKie as Vice Chairman of the Committee. 

Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Hodson (all in favour)

2105/058
Apologies


Apologies were received from Cllr Chalmers, A Hills and P Gibb.
2105/059  
Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman noted that residents were not regular attendees at the committee meetings, and that two co-opted members had again had to apologise. The Committee considered the benefit of changing the start time to 6pm. 
It was resolved to amend the start time of the meeting to 6pm, starting with the June 2021 meeting. 

Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Shelley (all in favour)

2105/060  
Declarations of interest:

Members noted reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item being discussed.
2105/061  
To agree the agenda as published
It was resolved to agree the agenda as published. 

Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded: Cllr Laws (all in favour)

2105/062  
To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2021

It was resolved to confirm the minutes of the Climate Emergency meeting held 8th April 2021 as a correct record. They were signed by the Chairman.

Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Shelley (all in favour).
2105/063  
To consider Action Points


The Committee noted the action points as presented.
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2105/064  
Public Participation
Members of the public are permitted to make representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only in respect of business itemised on the agenda and shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. The period of time which is designated for public participation in accordance with standing orders shall not exceed 20 minutes.
2105/065  
To consider supporting the northern Devon Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP) alongside Bideford and Barnstaple.

The Chairman introduced the item, noting the commitment made by Barnstaple Town Council, and North Devon and Torridge District Councils. The Committee felt that it would benefit the Town to work with its close neighbours and district partners on such an exercise, especially as it would not preclude the Town Council from pursuing local initiatives of a similar nature. 

It was resolved to support the LCWIP, should Torridge District Council confirm that TDC Officers may direct funds from the Local Plan revision budget to help fund this work, and offer to commit up to £2,000 to help fund the project from this committee’s budget. 

Proposed: Cllr Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Shelley (all in favour)

2105/066
To consider the letter to be sent to residents of Chircombe Lane regarding a possible cycle route connecting Northam to Bideford, and beyond.

The Committee considered the draft letter, noting changes that could be made at the first paragraph to make the proposed route suitable for more forms of transport than cycles, and at the fourth paragraph to widen the possible change of use from simply footpath to bridleway. The inclusion of a map was welcomed.


It was resolved to circulate the letter subject to the changes suggested at the first and fourth paragraphs, to include the mention of all non-vehicular transport and to change the designation from footpath. 


Proposed Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Hames (all in favour)
2105/067       
To consider drafting a Northam Town area Footpath Guide. 
The Committee considered ways forward, including contacting local walking groups, walk leaders and other organisations to establish what was already available. The Committee considered researching an App to host walks and routes, linking to the work on guided walks at the Northam Burrows.

Action point: Cllr Hames to make contact with local groups.

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to research App development and liaise with the Ranger at Northam Burrows.
2105/068
To consider a project to decorate the recycling bins at Churchfields car park.
The Committee considered the matter, including the ownership of the recycling bins. As Torridge District Council were the owners, the matter would be brought up with that authority by a Ward Councillor. 
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2105/069
To consider installing recycling bins in Northam Town Council owned parks and open spaces.

The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the Maintenance Team would collect up to 40L 
of recycling a week in each of the parks. This would be supplemented by recyclable’s that members of the public were already placing in the litter bins.
The Committee noted that the Westward Ho! Park Committee was also considering installing litter and recycle bins.


It was resolved to request the Officer revise the previously submitted report to focus on smaller recycle bins, include ‘character’ bins and submit to both committees.

Proposed: Cllr Newman-McKie, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour).
2105/070
To consider the Councillor Report regarding Projects in the Draft Climate Plan. 
The Committee considered the detail of the report from Cllr Shelley, noting that actions across a number of Committees and Working Groups at the Council could be drawn together to achieve stated aims. 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to research Microsoft Projects as a tools to record Council Projects.

It was resolved to include a standing items on future agendas to enable reports of progress against the areas of action detailed in the report.

2105/071
To consider redrafting a Northam Town Council Environment Policy

2105/072
To include a Sustainable Procurement Policy.


It was resolved to defer the above 2 items to a future meeting of the Committee.



Proposed: Cllr Newman-McKie, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour)


Action Point: Deputy Town Clerk to circulate the Environmental Policy.

2105/073
To consider the Northam Hall Survey.
The Committee considered the plans to improve the insulation at the Hall, and to seek to provide sustainable energy to the national grid by making use of the roof for solar PV panels. It was noted that if the roof was to be replaced in the short term, it may be beneficial to combine the projects.

It was resolved to seek three quotes for the installation of roof and cavity wall insulation at the Hall.

Proposed Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Laws (all in favour)

It was resolved to seek three quotes for the provision and installation of solar PV panels, battery storage and an EV charge point at Northam Hall. 

Proposed Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour).

2105/074
To consider Life on the Verge.
The Committee considered the paper. Disappointment was noted at the lack of detail regarding the proposed location for rewilding at Silford Cross, especially as the County Council has a policy to promote such verge rewilding schemes.
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to seek more detail on the exact location at Silford Cross.
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2105/075
To receive an update on the Northam Climate App.


The item was deferred as the member responsible was not present.
There being no further business the meeting finished at 12pm

Signed.......................................................   Dated...........................................................

