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Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
21° September 2026

cc:
Clerk to the DCC Health Scrutiny Committee

Cllr Claire Hodson, Devon District Councils member of the DCC Health Scrutiny
Committee

Cllr Newman-McKie, Town Mayor of Northam

Sir Geoffrey Cox MP

Subject: Urgent concern regarding the suspension and future of maternity
services at North Devon District Hospital

For an on behalf of Northam Town Council.
Dear NHS Trust Leadership,

| am writing to express Northam Town Council’s deep concern regarding the current
suspension of all birthing services and special baby care facilities as a consequence
of inadequate staffing levels at NDDH.

The already extremely troubling position is compounded the continued delay in
reopening the service. The next formal review is to be held on the 28" September
2026, over a month since the services were suspended on the 11" August 2026.

Expectant mothers in our widespread communities already face significant travel
times, stress, and logistical hurdles during pregnancy. Suspending local birthing
services forces families to make long, potentially dangerous journeys to alternative
hospitals in Exeter or further afield during labour or in emergency situations.

The local Council for Appledore, Northam, Orchard Hill and Westward Ho!
Twinned with Mondeville, France and Biiddenstedt, Germany
Lords of the Manor Office open: Monday to Friday mornings Trustees of the Common Right


mailto:admin@northamtowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.northamtowncouncil.gov.uk/

This situation has created a wholly unacceptable risk to the health and safety of
mothers and babies in northern Devon. Thankfully there have not yet been any
reported incidents that meet the NHS criteria to be deemed an ‘incident’, butitis
surely only a matter of time.

Access to safe, local maternity care is a fundamental health right, not an optional
amenity.

The communities served by NDDH need urgent clarity and concerted action on the
following points:
« What specific, immediate steps are being taken to fully restore local birthing
services at North Devon District Hospital?
e Howisthe Trust addressing the staffing crisis to ensure this vital service
remains robust and resilient?
« What guarantees can be provided that this temporary suspension will not
become a permanent reduction in local healthcare provision?

Our communities deserve transparency, accountability, and a firm commitment to
keeping births local. The Council and communities it represents look forward to your
prompt response detailing the concrete plans in place to reinstate these essential

services.

Yours sincerely

Guy Langton -Town Clerk & RFO



