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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the SPECIAL Full Council meeting held 24th June 2026 at 6.30pm 
in the Council Chamber, Windmill Lane, Northam. 
 

Present:  Cllrs Bell, Bach, Hames, Himan, Hodson, Horrocks, Leather, Lo-Vel, Newman-McKie 
(Mayor) Sawyer and Whittaker (Deputy Mayor). 

 

In attendance:  Guy Langton (Town Clerk & RFO) 
 

2606/107 Apologies 
Cllrs Edwards, Singh and Tait submitted their apologies, the reasons for which were 
approved.  
 

2606/108 To agree the agenda as published. 
It was resolved to proceed with the agenda, as published. 
Proposed Cllr Bell, Seconded Hodson (all in favour) 

 

2606/109 To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests. 
Members were reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being 
discussed. 
 

2606/110 Mayor’s Announcements 
The Mayor had attended Bideford’s annual regatta earlier in June, a well-attended event.  
 

The Town Clerk announced that member’s allowances would not be paid in June, the 
advice of the District Council’s Remuneration Panel had not yet determined the level of 
remuneration to be awarded. The matter would be included on a future agenda of Full 
Council. 
 

The Town Clerk reminded members of the need to complete the updated Register of 
Interests, hard copies of which had recently been circulated. 
 

2606/111 To confirm and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held 3rd June 2026  
It was resolved to approve the minutes, which were signed by the Mayor. 
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Cllr Bach (all in favour) 

  

2606/112  Public Participation 
No members of the public were present. 
 

2606/113 To receive the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 
 The Annual Internal Audit had been received and circulated in advance of the meeting. A 

copy is appended to these minutes. 
  

2606/114 To consider the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 
The Town Clerk referred to the report which explained how the Council had met, or not, the 
expectations of each Assertion in turn. All Assertions were responded to with ‘Yes’ apart 
from Assertion 10, which was new for the 2025-26 Audit. The Council had met some of the 
expectations of Assertion 10 but had not met others. The Town Clerk would draft an action 
plan to meet the expectations of Assertion 10 to be presented to the meeting of the 
Finance & HR committee in July, prior to submission of the AGAR forms and supporting 
papers to the external auditor by 31st July 2026, an extension for the submission having 
been approved. A copy of the AGAR to be submitted is appended to these minutes. 

 

It was resolved to submit Section 1 of the AGAR 2025-26, responding ‘Yes’ to Assertions 
1-9 and ‘No’ to Assertion 10. 
Proposed: Cllr Horrocks, Seconded: Cllr Lo-Vel (all in favour) 
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2606/115 To consider the Accounting Statements 2025/26 and Explanation of Differences 

The Town Clerk referred to the figures reported in and the papers supporting the AGAR 
2025-26, as presented in the AGAR draft appended to these minutes. 
 

Differences of close to 15% (or over £100,000) were explained. 
The variance between boxes 7 (Balances Carried Forward) and 8 (Value of funds in banks) 
was explained as the VAT recoverable for Q4 of 2025-26. 
The Council’s combined PWLB debts were reported as: 
 

PWLB Loans 
  

31st March 
2026      

Loan Reason Payments Amount Balance 
Start 
Date 

End 
Date 

Years 
left 

Northam Hall Refurbish Northam Hall 
June & 

December £4,136.56 £43,500.00 17/06/09 17/06/33 7 
Westward 
Ho! 

Purchase Westward Ho! 
Park 

May & 
November £2,354.62 £118,754.00 04/05/21 06/05/70 44 

Westward 
Ho! 

Play area at Westward Ho! 
Park 

June & 
December £1,721.21 £94,342.76 23/06/21 23/06/70 44 

  Total £8,212.39 £256,596.58    
 

It was noted that the completed draft AGAR 2025-26 would be presented to the Finance & 
HR committee, members were requested to ask any questions they had in advance of the 
meeting so the Town Clerk could respond at that meeting. 
 

The period for Exercise of Public Rights in relation to the 2025-26 accounts was noted as 
1st July to 11th August 2026. 
 

The council thanked the Town Clerk for preparing the detailed papers supporting the AGAR 
2025-26. 
 

It was resolved to present the AGAR 2025-26 as drafted to the Finance & HR committee in 
July 2026 and submit the papers for the Audit by the 31st July 2026.  
Proposed: Cllr Leather, Seconded: Whittaker (all in favour) 

 

There being no further business, the meeting close at 7:15pm 
 
 

Signed  Dated  
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