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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee Meeting held 18th 
November 2021 at 6pm 
 
Present:  Cllrs Hames (Chairman), Laws and Newman-McKie 
 Mr T Wiersma, Ms P Gibb (co-opted members)  
 
In attendance:  Guy Langton - Deputy Town Clerk 
. 
2111/802 Apologies 
  Apologies were received from Cllrs Hodson and Chalmers. 
 
2111/803  Chairman’s announcements 

The Chairman reminded members that a draft Climate Emergency Action Plan had 
been approved in June 2020, though further amendments were needed and in his 
view the Council may need some outside assistance to help finalise the Action Plan.  
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to include the review of the Climate 
Emergency Action Plan on the December agenda. 
 

2111/804 Declarations of interest: 
Members were reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item being 
discussed. 

   
2111/805   To agree the agenda as published 

It was resolved to agree the agenda as published.  
 Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour) 
 
2111/806   To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2021 

It was resolved to agree the minutes as recorded.  
 Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour) 
 
2111/807   To consider Action Points 
  The Committee heard updates on the action points, which were noted. 
 
2111/808   Public Participation 

No members of the public attended the meeting. 
 
2111/809   To consider proposals to be included in the budget requested for 2022-23  
  It was resolved to include the following in the budget for 2022-23: 

i) Earmark remaining funds at 31st March 2022 to be carried forward for projects not 
completed in 2021-22 

ii) Water capture at all Council-owned buildings, £5,000 
iii) Allow for possible increased cost of installation and materials for existing project to 

instal in-set solar PV, battery storage, EV charger and associated infrastructure at 
Northam Hall £5,000 

iv) Engage consultant to review energy and carbon use across the Northam Town 
Council area, £2,000 

v) Provide additional recycling facilities on Council-owned and controlled land, £2,000 
Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour).  
 
It was resolved to support the plans for tree planting for the Jubilee, put to the 
Committee at its October 2021 meeting, costing £7,500, should the costs not be met 
through a grant from the EU ERDF | HM Government ‘Welcome Back Fund’. 
Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour). 
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Action point: Town Clerk to include sub-heading lines to identify each project 
area in the budget. 

 
2111/810 To consider committee membership 

It was noted that the Committee had one seat available for an elected member, which 
would be sought through a Full Council meeting, and two seats for co-opted lay 
members, which would be sought by advertising the vacancies. 
 
Action point: Town Clerk to include the nomination of an elected member on a 
future Town Council agenda. 
 
It was resolved to advertise the two vacant seats on the Committee for co-opted lay 
members. 
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour) 
 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to advertise the vacancies for co-opted lay 
members through the Council’s website and social media channels. 

 
2111/811 To consider EV replacement for Council Vehicles 

It was resolved that following the Council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency, the 
Council was to ensure the next vehicle acquired for the Council be an electric vehicle 
of a suitable type and that this be done at the earliest opportunity. 
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Newman-McKie (all in favour) 

 
2111/812 To receive an update on EV charging in the Northam Town area 

The Committee heard that EV charge points were not yet installed at the long stay 
carpark in Westward Ho!, despite Torridge District Council providing the service 
infrastructure. A third party provider was being sought by TDC. 
The Committee heard that the power for the street light at Bone Hill car park was 
unlikely to be sufficient for a public EV charging station. 

 
2111/813 To receive a report on meeting with Chircombe Lane residents regarding 

proposed cycle route 
 The Committee heard that at the meeting the residents re-affirmed their opposition to 

the re-definition of the public  footpath in Chircombe Lane  to allow cyclists to use it.  
The Committee heard that TDC had not yet granted permission for the ‘Amberley’ 
planning proposal but that it would include a route for cycles connecting Limers Lane 
to the Hanson Park end of Chircombe Lane. 

 
2111/814 To receive an update on Life on the Verge 

The Committee noted that the Neighbourhood Highways Officer had provided 
locations he considered suitable for inclusion in the project.  
It was noted that Great Torrington Town Council had established wild flower verges 
and engaged with the Devon County Council project ‘Life on the Verge’. 
 

It was resolved to establish a working party to include Cllrs Hames and Newman-
McKie, and co-opted members P Gibb and T Wiersma, supported by the Deputy 
Town Clerk, to undertake site visits and explore further detail.  
Proposed: Cllr Newman-McKie, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all agreed). 
 

Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to contact Great Torrington Town Council for 
advice.  
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2111/815 To consider recommending to Full Council that NTC commits to the North 

Devon Biodiversity Nature Pledge 
 It was resolved to recommend to Full Council that it hear a presentation from Emily 

Willoughby of the North Devon Biosphere team and to recommend to Full Council 
that Northam Town Council commits to the North Devon Biodiversity Nature Pledge. 

  Proposed: Cllr Newman-McKie, Seconded: Cllr Hames (all in favour) 
 

Action point: Town Clerk to include on a suitable Town Council agenda, once 
availability of the representative from the North Devon Biosphere Project had 
been established.  

 
2111/816  To receive an update on rain water capture on Council Buildings 

The Committee considered that a system to capture rain water from both Northam 
Hall and Westward Ho! Park pavilion should be installed.  
 
It was resolved to install six re-used 1520L recycled juice containers along with 
suitable pumps, pipes and fittings at Northam Hall and two such containers, with 
suitable pumps, pipes and fittings at the Pavilion in Westward Ho! Park at a cost to be 
established.  
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded: Cllr Laws (all in favour).  
The decision would be ratified at the next meeting of the Committee. 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to establish clear estimated costs for the 
project for the next meeting of the Committee. 

 
2111/817 To receive an update on solar, energy use and insulation at Northam Hall 

The Committee heard that a meeting was to be arranged with the Chairman of the 
Town Projects and Asset Management Committee and others to consider a way 
forward for the project. 
It was heard that the Officers at TDC who had also been invited had not responded to 
the Deputy Town Clerk. 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to arrange the meeting as soon as possible. 

  
There being no further business the meeting finished at 7:41pm.  
 
 
 
 

Signed.......................................................   Dated........................................................... 
 

 

 

 


