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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Climate Emergency Committee Meeting held 14th 
October 2021 at 6pm 
 
Present:  Cllrs Hames (Chairman), Hodson, Laws and Shelley 
 Mr T Wiersma – co-opted member  
 
In attendance:  Guy Langton - Deputy Town Clerk 
. 
2110/671 Apologies 
  Apologies were received from Cllr Newman-McKie and Mrs P Gibb 
 
2110/672  Chairman’s announcements 

The Chairman announced that Annabel Hill had resigned from the Committee, though 
was still working on the Climate App with a local school. A new co-opted member of 
the Committee would be sought. 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to confirm the co-option process with the 
Town Clerk. 
 
The Chairman reported that he and the Mayor had met with the Mayor’s cadet to 
explore how Bideford College could work with the Council on climate related matters, 
such as a clothing and goods exchange. 
Action point: To include the matter on the Full Council agenda for 
consideration. 
 

2110/673 Declarations of interest: 
Members were reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item being 
discussed. 

   
2110/674   To agree the agenda as published 

It was resolved to agree the agenda as published.  
 Proposed: Cllr Shelley, Seconded: Cllr Hodson (all in favour) 
 
2110/675   To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2021 

It was resolved to agree the minutes as recorded.  
 Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Shelley (majority in favour, one abstention due 

to absence) 
 
2110/676   To consider Action Points 
  The Committee heard updates on the action points, which were noted. 
 
2110/677   Public Participation 

No members of the public attended the meeting. 
 
2110/678   To receive an update on ‘Life on the Verge’.  

The Committee heard that a meeting with the County Ecologist and Neighbourhood 
Highways Officer had not yet been arranged.  
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to arrange the meeting before the end of 
December 2021. 
 

2110/679 To consider the cost of works at Northam Hall, including roof insulation and a 
Solar PV system. 

 The Committee reviewed the quotes for installing insulation at the Hall, noting the 
different companies had provided costs for different brands of insulation. 
It was resolved to investigate the possibility and effectiveness of adding a timer 
system and thermostatic valves to the radiators. 
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Proposed Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Shelley (all in favour) 
 Action point: To request Northam Hall’s heating system is put on a future Town 

Projects agenda. 
 Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to request like for like quotes from the 

Insulation companies. 
 Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to establish if the lights at Northam Hall had 

been replaced with, or were being replaced with, LED equivalents. 
 
2110/680 To consider the outcome of the email poll on invited representatives to be at 

the agreed informal meeting with residents regarding the redefining of 
Chircombe Lane as a mixed use path. 

 It was resolved to invite the local representative of the North Devon Cycling 
Campaign to the informal meeting on the 21st October 2021. 

 Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Shelley (all in favour) 
Action point: Cllr Hames to extend the invite to the local NDCC representative. 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to share the papers and minutes of the first 
LCWIP meeting with the Committee. 

 
2110/681 To receive an update on a footpaths guide for the Town Area. 

It was resolved to defer further consideration of the footpath guide to the New Year, 
and aim for an April 2022 publication.  
Proposed: Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Hames (all in favour) 
 

2110/682 To consider possible actions arising from the Devon Parish and Town Wildlife 
Network.  

 It was resolved to register the Council with the scheme and circulate any materials 
forthcoming. 
Proposed Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour). 
 

2110/683 To consider the purchase of a further cycle rack for installation at Windmill 
Lane car park. 

 It was resolved to purchase the final rack for the car park at Windmill Lane, to be 
installed at the location agreed by Torridge District Council, for £145 plus delivery 
(exVAT). 

 Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour) 
 
2110/684 To consider proposals to be included in the budget for 2022-23, to include an 

EV charging network in the Town Council area. 
 Cllr Hames proposed 

i) Existing and remaining budgets be carried forward in earmarked 
reserves to enable spending to be carried to future financial years. 

ii) Information board to publicise ‘Life on the Verge’ once the project is 
established. 

Cllr Mrs Hodson proposed: 
iii) Funds for the provision of 70 fruit trees to be given to the community to 

plant in private gardens in recognition of Her Majesty’s jubilee in 2022 
(approx. £7,500). 

 
It was resolved to defer consideration of fuller proposals for the 2022-23 budget to 
the November 2021 meeting of the Committee. 
Proposed Cllr Hodson, Seconded Cllr Shelley (all in favour). 
Action point: Deputy Town Clerk to include on the November 2021 agenda. 
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2110/685  To consider water catchment from Northam Town Council owned buildings. 

It was resolved to lend this Committee’s support to the project presented at the 
October meeting of the Town Projects and Asset Management Committee. 
Proposed: Cllr Hames, Seconded Cllr Hodson (all in favour). 
 

2110/686  To receive a report from the DALC conference climate and environment 
sessions. 

 The Chairman reported that he had attended a number of sessions at the DALC 
virtual conference on climate and environment related issues, where he heard 
interesting presentations arising from work being undertaken in Chudleigh and 
Exmouth by the local councils, and across Devon by the County Council through its 
ecologists. 

 
There being no further business the meeting finished at 8:05pm.  
 
 
 
 

Signed.......................................................   Dated........................................................... 
 

 

 

 


