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Northam Town Council – Minutes of the Westward Ho! Park Committee Meeting held 
on Tuesday 23rd February 2021 remotely through Zoom at 6.00 pm 
 
Present:  Cllrs Mrs Hodson (Chairman) Mrs McCarthy, Edwards (from minute no 

2102/1191), Davis, Laws and Newman-McKie  
 Co-opted Members – Mrs C Hutchins, Mrs M Jones, Mr S Makeig-

Jones 
In attendance:  Mrs Jane Mills – Town Clerk, Mr G Langton – Deputy Town Clerk, 
 Mrs P Moores – Assistant Town Clerk 
   
2102/1185 Apologies 
  Apologies were received from Cllr Chalmers and Mr P Sawyer 

 

2102/1186 Chairman’s announcements 
  The Chairman welcomed Committee members to the meeting. 
 
 The Chairman reported that revised terms of reference for the Committee 

would be proposed to Full Council at its 24th February 2021 meeting. Any 
approved changes would not come into force until the new Civic Year in May 
2021. The Chairman briefly outlined the changes as an increase in the 
membership to include all members elected in the Westward Ho! Ward, the 
Mayor (ex-officio), two elected members from each of the other wards and the 
4 co-opted members. Thus, following approval the total membership would be 
14, an increase of two. 

   
2102/1187 Declarations of interest  
  Members were reminded that all interests should be declared prior to the item 
  being discussed. 
  No member declared an interest in any item. 

 
2102/1188 To agree the agenda as published 
  It was resolved to agree the agenda as published 
  Proposed: Cllr Laws, Seconded: Cllr Mrs McCarthy (all in favour) 
 
2102/1189 To confirm and sign the minutes of the Westward Ho! Park Committee 
  meeting held on 28th January 2021 

It was resolved to confirm the minutes of the Westward Ho! Park Meeting 
held  on 28th January 2021 as a correct record. They would be signed at a 
later date. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Mrs McCarthy (three in favour, 
two abstentions). 

.  
2102/1190 Public Participation 

Members of the public are permitted to make representations, answer 
questions and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 
agenda. Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only in respect 
of business itemised on the agenda and shall not speak for more than 3 
minutes. The period of time which is designated for public participation in 
accordance with standing orders shall not exceed 15 minutes. 

  No members of the public were present.  
 
  



 

 

Minutes                                                                                                                      Page 246 
 
Cllr Edwards joined the meeting at this juncture. 
 
2102/1191 To consider Action Points   

Action points were noted as follows: 
 

 Regarding the Green Gym, the Town Clerk reported that she had not yet 
made contact with the physiotherapist, a resident of Westward Ho! 

 Action point – The Town Clerk to make contact with the physiotherapist. 
 
 Regarding the refurbishment of the Crazy Golf course by ‘The Men’s Shed’, 

Cllr Laws offered to contact the group on the Council’s behalf. 
 Action point – Cllr Laws to contact the ‘Men’s Shed’ group. 
 
 The Town Clerk confirmed that the Council subscribed to Microsoft 365, which 

included within its applications a survey tool. 
Action point – Officers to investigate the suitability of the inbuilt survey 
tool. 

 
 The regulations regarding the exercising of dogs on-leads in the park, should 

gates be installed or not, were not clear. It was confirmed that the existing dog 
waste bin would be retained. 

 Action Point – Town Clerk to seek advice from the TDC Solicitor 
regarding gates and dogs in the park and will be a future agenda item. 

    
2102/1192 To consider an update on the Project Plan to include the outline layout 

of the whole park 
The Committee considered the matter of access and egress points for the 
park. 
 
It was resolved to adapt the existing entrance to Golf Links Road to make it 
suitable for access for all, ensuring modifications met with the requirements of 
the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and that three further entrances to Golf 
Links Road would be blocked up. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Laws (all in favour). 
Action point – Cllr Laws to seek quotes for this work to be considered 
as a future agenda item. 
 

Cllr Mrs Hodson left the meeting at this point due to internet connection issues, the chair was 
taken by the Deputy Chairman, Cllr Mrs McCarthy. 
 
 The Committee considered the layouts circulated by Cllr Laws and Mr S 

Makeig-Jones in advance of the meeting, both of which extended the 
dedicated to the play equipment, which would remain fenced in. Detail of the 
decorative and vegetable planting, and exact locations of the Crazy Golf holes 
would be agreed at a later date, all nine of which would be retained.  

 
Cllr Mrs Hodson returned to the meeting at this point and the chair was returned to her. 
 

It was resolved to approve the revisions to the layout in principle, providing a 
greater area to the fenced children’s play area, less to the Crazy Golf course, 
and the provision of benches and further areas for decorative and vegetable 
planting. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Mrs McCarthy (all in favour). 
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Action point – Cllr Laws to revise the drawings to include the changes 
and re-circulate. 

 
2102/1193 To consider an update on each of the Task and Finish Groups 

Members discussed the provision of equipment in the children’s play area and 
it was resolved to make the sole focus of the scheduled 16th March 2021 
meeting of this Committee the consideration of the designs, to be presented 
by representatives of the Contractors. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs McCarthy, Seconded: Cllr Mrs Hodson (all in favour). 
Action point – The Town Clerk to make contact with the remaining 
contractors.  

 
 Members discussed the design and future use of the Multi-Use Games Area, 

hearing advice would continue to be sought from TDC Officers and 
representatives of the Lawn Tennis Association. 

 Action point – Cllr Mrs Hodson to confirm the Lawn Tennis 
Association’s representative’s attendance at the scheduled 6th April 
2021 meeting. 

 
 The Committee considered the matter of drainage to reduce the likelihood of 

the area water-logging in the future. 
 Action point -  The Town Clerk to liaise with a drainage expert to 

establish the need for and best approach to drainage. 
 
 The Committee considered the layout of the decorative planting and the 

raised vegetable planters. The raised planters could be made from 
reclaimed/recycled timbers or, picking up on the rail-related history of the 
Park, rail sleepers. It was resolved to approve the proposed layout of the 
planting areas and raised beds. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Laws (all in favour). 
Action point – Cllr Laws to revise the drawings to include the changes 
and re-circulate. 

 
The Committee considered the various colours for the boundary walls as 
presented on the picture circulated by Cllr Laws prior to the meeting.   

 It was resolved to paint the walls in the colour identified as ‘Cornish Cream’, 
with one of the coping stones to be painted in a dark, ‘British Racing Green’ to 
reflect the colours of the railway that historically served the area.  
Proposed: Cllr Mrs Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Mrs McCarthy (all in favour). 

 
2102/1194 To receive an update on works in progress and completed (ROSPA 

issues) 
The Town Clerk reported ROSPA, in their report, concluded no remedial 
works were required for the signage (noting a new sign had been ordered to 
publicise contact details); litter bins; seating; grassed areas; dog waste bin; 
the piece of Rocker play equipment, or the swing play equipment. Remedial 
works were required to maintain the fencing; the gates; the piece of Multiplay 
equipment; the agility balance beam; the crazy golf course; the basketball 
court and the volleyball net. Work required would be undertaken by the 
Council maintenance men or contractors, as appropriate. 
Action point – The Town Clerk to update the schedule of completed 
works at the next meeting. 
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2102/1195 To develop consultation processes 
  The Chairman proposed deferring the consideration of this matter. 
  Action point – Future agenda item. 
 
2102/1196 To consider accessing the pavilion 

The Chairman proposed deferring the consideration of this matter. 
Action point – The Town Clerk to arrange for the electrics to be 
inspected for safety. 

 
2102/1197 To consider a fundraising events programme 

The Chair of the friends of Westward Ho! Park (FOTWHOP), Mrs C Hutchins 
reported that numerous donations had been received or pledged, making 
special note of one for £2,000. The Town Clerk was asked to send a letter of 
thanks to the generous donor. FOTWHOP were actively considering 
registering for gift aid to maximise the donations and subscriptions received 
and forming a ‘200 club’. 
Action point – The Town Clerk to write to the donor of the £2,000 to 
thank them on the Council’s behalf. 

 
2102/1198  To consider a forward programme 

 The Committee had agreed the content of its 16th March 2021 meeting at item 
2102/1200. 
 
The Committee had agreed the inclusion of a presentation from the Lawn 
Tennis association representative at its 6th April 2021 meeting at item 
2102/1202. 
 
Cllr Sargent reported vandalism at the park and hoped the committee would 
consider the installation of lighting and CCTV at a future meeting. 
 

16th March 6th April 27th April 

Presentations by play area 
contractors 

Presentation from the Lawn 
Tennis Association 
representative 

Proposals for the pavilion. 

 
2102/1199 To consider recommendations from Climate Committee 

• Bike Racks 

• Recycling 

• Wild Flower Meadows 
It was resolved to accept the offer of the Climate Change Committee to 
install cycle racks at the park’s Avon Way entrance and to install recycle bins 
of a child-centred type. 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs Hodson, Seconded: Cllr Edwards (all in favour).  

 
2102/1200 To confirm the date of the next meeting as 16th March 2021   
  at 6.00pm 
  The date of the next meeting was confirmed as above. 
 

There being no further business the meeting finished at 8.25 pm 
   

 
Signed ……………………………………………….           Dated…………………………………. 


