
 NORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam EX39 1BY 

Town Clerk: Guy Langton (CiLCA, PSLCC) 
  Telephone: 01237/474976 

admin@northamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
www.northamtowncouncil.gov.uk  

Please scan QR code for the Council’s website                                                
 

1 

 

For those who wish to participate, prayers will be held at 6.25pm in the Council Chamber. 
 

To all members of the Council: 
You are hereby summoned to attend the NORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL MEETING on  

Wednesday 22nd April 2026 at 6:30pm  
 

at The Town Hall, Windmill Lane, Northam for the transaction of the business listed on the agenda below.  
 

Council Members: 
Appledore Ward:  Cllr Bell, Cllr Edwards, Cllr Hames and Cllr Tait 
Northam/Orchard Hill ward:  Cllr Himan, Cllr Horrocks, Cllr Leather, Cllr Lo-Vel, Cllr Newman-McKie and Cllr 

Whittaker. 
Westward Ho! ward:   Cllr Bach, Cllr Hodson, Cllr Sawyer and Cllr Singh. 
 

Questions by the public: There will be a period for questions by the public. In accordance with Standing Order 
3, members of the public may make representations, ask questions and give evidence at a meeting which they 
are entitled to attend in respect of any Council business at Full Council, and at Committee meetings in respect 
of business on the agenda.  
 

Members of the public are asked to respect the fact that this is a meeting to conduct council business and 
interruptions during council business are not permitted. If, in the opinion of the Chairman, the business of the 
meeting is disrupted in any way, the Chairman may ask the person/s causing the disruption to be quiet and if 
they refuse then ask them to leave. Mobile phones must be switched off or silenced during the meeting. 
 

Anyone wishing to ask questions is requested to notify the Town Clerk by 12 noon on the day of the meeting.  
 

Recording, photographs and filming: In accordance with the Council’s policy on filming and recording of 
Local Council and Committee meetings (available to read in the Chamber) and arising from the Local 
Government and Accountability Act 2014 the press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, 
or report from the meeting using social media. As such, members of the public may be recorded or 
photographed during the meeting. Anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting must notify the Town 
Clerk before the commencement of the meeting. 
 

Public attendance at Council and committee meetings 
As a public body, Northam Town Council understands the need for transparency and accountability. The 
Council will therefore seek to conduct meetings using practices and procedures set out within the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, which states: 
Subject to subsection (2)* below, any meeting of a body exercising public functions, being a body to which this 
Act applies, shall be open to the public. 
 

Subsection (2) states: Where a meeting is open to the public, a body may, by resolution exclude the public from 
the meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings; and where 
such a resolution is passed, this Act shall not require the meeting to be open to the public during proceedings 
to which the resolution applies. 
 

Therefore, the Council’s policy is to allow public access to meetings unless the business being 
transacted is confidential or there are ‘other special reasons’ to exclude the public. 
 

Guy Langton 

Guy Langton, Town Clerk& RFO     Date of issue: 16th April 2026   

mailto:admin@northamtowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.northamtowncouncil.gov.uk/
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Members are requested to turn off or silence their mobile phones for the duration of the meeting. 
 

AGENDA 
 
1 To receive and approve apologies for absence, in accordance with Local 

Government Act 1972 s85(1) 
2 To agree the agenda as published  
 

3 To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests 
Members are reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed. 

 

4 Mayor’s Announcements 
 

5 To confirm as a correct record and sign the minutes of the meeting of the Council 
held on 25th March 2026 (attached under separate cover) 

 

6 To receive and adopt the reports of confirmed minutes and resolutions contained 
therein from Committees and Sub-Committees (attached under separate cover) 

• Finance & Human Resources 11th March 2026 
• Parks and Recreation  21st January 2026 
• Environment & Maintenance  18th February 2026 
• Review     12th February 2026 

7 Public Participation 
 

8 To receive a report (if any) from Devon & Cornwall Constabulary  
 

9 To receive a report (if any) from the Devon County Councillor 
 

10 To receive reports (if any) from Torridge District Members 
 

11 To receive an update regarding Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)  
 

12 To consider the action point update (p3) 
 

13 To receive the Clerk’s Report (p4) 
 

14 To consider part funding night buses (p6) 
 

15 To consider the District Council’s proposal for an examiner for the extra 
requirements of neighbourhood plans (p6) 
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Item 1 To receive and approve apologies for absence, in accordance with Local 
Government Act 1972 s85(1) 

 

 

Item 2  To agree the agenda as published  
 

 

Item 3  To receive any dispensations and disclosable pecuniary or other interests 
Members are reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed 

 

 

Item 4  Mayor’s Announcements 
 

 

Item 5 To confirm as a correct record and sign the minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on 25th March 2026 (attached under separate cover) 

 
   

 

Item 6  To receive and adopt the reports of minutes and resolutions contained 
therein from Committees and Sub-Committees (enclosed under separate 
cover) 
• Finance & Human Resources 11th March 
• Parks and Recreation  21st January 2026 
• Environment & Maintenance  18th February 2026 
• Review     12th February 2026 

 

 

Item 7  Public Participation 
We welcome Parishioners speaking or making representations, asking questions or giving 
evidence at the meeting of the Full Council in respect of any issue affecting the Northam Town 
Council area. A period of twenty minutes is allocated for this unless directed by the Chair of the 
meeting and a member of the public shall not speak for more than 4 minutes.  
A question shall not receive a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question.  
The chair of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 

 

 

Item 8 To receive a report (if any) from Devon & Cornwall Constabulary  
 

 

Item 9  To receive a report (if any) from the Devon County Councillor 
 

 

Item 10 To receive reports (if any) from the Torridge District Members 
 

 

Item 11 To receive an update regarding Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)  
The proposals for Devon’s reorganisation have been published and the consultation has 
completed. The timeline and updates are available from the Government at Local government 
reorganisation: Policy and programme updates - GOV.UK.  

 

This Council did not submit a response to the consultation, allowing each member to respond 
to the consultation individually.  
 

  

Item 12 Action points 
 

2508/283 
Meeting with Northam 
Lions FC 

Cllrs Bach, Edwards and Lo-Vel, with the Town Clerk, met with 
representatives of Northam Lions FC. A way forward was identified and a 
revised agreement has been drafted. Northam Lions have since requested 
sole access to the land, which the Town Clerk is investigating with Fields in 
Trust. On the agenda for full update.                                                     ONGOING 

2512/520 
Libraries Unlimited 
Consultation 

Write to the relevant officer and cabinet member at Devon County Council 
requesting Northam Library be re-banded to a band C and to request the 
criteria used to place branches in the various bands.                        ONGOING 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-government-reorganisation-policy-and-programme-updates
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-government-reorganisation-policy-and-programme-updates


 

Page 4 of 8 

 

2512/525 
Speedwatch 

Advise the Police of the intention to recommence the SpeedWatch initiative 
in the Parish and of the volunteer coordinator. A total of four volunteers 
needed, the coordinator plus three. Adverts to be placed on the Council’s 
website and social media now the Christmas and New Year break is over.                                                                                                          
ONGOING 

2601/551 
Pension arrangements 
for Council Staff 

Prepare a report and consultation proposition for staff regarding the Local 
Government Pension Scheme.                                                                      ONGOING 

2603/717 
Concerns over the 
operation of the Police 
Advocate scheme 

Town Clerk to write to the Police and Crime Commissioner raising this 
council’s concerns over the cancellation of the Police Councillor Advocate 
quarterly meetings.                                                                                               ONGOING 

 

 

Item 13 To receive the Clerk’s report  

On 31st March 2026 the Council’s balances were: 
Petty Cash £73.76 no interest  
Hinkley & Rugby 
Building Society 

£146,284 interest 
rate 1.75%  

Holding account for general expenditure and 
£50,000 of the General Reserve 

Cambridge & 
Counties Bank (31-
day) 

£97,837.86 interest 
rate 3.25%   

General Reserves 

Nationwide 
(Business 95-day 
saver) 

£97,366.187 interest 
rate 3.35% 
 

Earmarked Reserves (as per agreed budget: parks, 
defibrillators, LCWIP, war memorial cleaning, 
skate park and pavilion renovation reserve) 

Cambridge 
Building Society 

£9,281.88 interest 
rate 1.75% 

Tennis Reserves 

Coop Bank 
(current account) 

£2,659.74 no interest   General expenditure 

Total cash in hand (SCRIBE)  £353,503.42 
 

Petty Cash: A screen 
shot of the petty cash 
cashbook is 
presented, showing 
the items on which 
the Council has 
spent petty cash in 
the month. The 
financial regulations 
seek to maintain a 
balance of £100 in 
Petty Cash. 

 

 

 

Tennis courts:  

The gross volume of sales in March 2026 was £375.00. After fees, the Council has received £322.15. 
Since 1st April 2025, the Council has received £6455.00 for tennis court memberships and bookings. 

2025-26

Balance at 

start of FY

Date
Trans

action
Description Ref

Petty Cash 

Withdrawal

Carry 

forward
Total in VAT Events

Refresh

ments

Maint

enance

Office 

expenses
Total out  £            13.45 

 Reconciliation 

balance 

3.3.26 129 Cash withdrawal - 45.00 45.00 0.00 99.55

23.2.26 130 Refreshments PC25-26.121 0.00 0.95 0.95 98.60

2.3.26 131 Refreshments PC25-26.122 0.00 1.99 1.99 96.61

9.3.26 132 MVSIDs Keys PC25-26.123 0.00 3.00 15.00 18.00 78.61

11.3.26 133 Refreshments PC25-26.124 0.00 6.50 6.50 72.11

11.3.26 134 Refreshments PC25-26.125 0.00 1.49 1.49 70.62

12.3.26 135 Refreshments PC25-26.126 0.00 1.39 1.39 69.23

17.3.26 136
A4 Paper (2 

reams)
PC25-26.127 0.00 9.98 9.98 59.25 59.25£              

25.3.26 137 Refreshments PC25-26.128 0.00 1.89 1.89 57.36

27.3.26 138 Cash withdrawal - 35.00 35.00 0.00 92.36

6.1.26 139 Refreshments PC25-26.129 0.00 9.15 9.15 83.21

10.3.26 140 Refreshments PC25-26.130 0.00 5.55 5.55 77.66

18.3.26 141 Refreshments PC25-26.131 0.00 1.95 1.95 75.71

31.3.26 142 Refreshments PC25-26.132 0.00 1.95 1.95 73.76 73.76£              

Number of 

transactions
144 770.00           770.00  58.92  65.06    217.61  276.70  91.40         709.69 60.31

 Difference 

between receipts 

and payments 

-                 -        - -        -        -        -             

770.00           770.00  - 65.06-    217.61-  276.70-  91.40-         

Petty Cash Northam TC Petty Cash

Details Income Expenditure

budgetted figures (12 month)

variance (to date)
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Payments: Between 1st and 31st March 2026, the council made 39 payments of £100 or more totalling £42,150.94 (exVAT), detailed below. 

Pymt Date Net VAT Total Cost Centre Cost Code Description Minute Ref 
1432 02.03.2026 £90.00 £18.00 £108.00 Training Training Training  
1431 02.03.2026 £94.52 £18.90 £113.42 Council Machinery & Equipment Tools & Equipment Turf Cutter Petrol  
1494 18.03.2026 £115.50 £23.10 £138.60 Training Training Training  
1498 19.03.2026 £158.00 £0.00 £158.00 Training Training Training  
1447 06.03.2026 £155.57 £31.12 £186.69 Council Machinery & Equipment PPE & Workwear PPE & Workwear  
1448 06.03.2026 £187.90 £0.00 £187.90 Administration Expenses Expenses  
1560 31.03.2026 £163.35 £32.67 £196.02 Administration Photocopier Fees Copier Charges  
1436 04.03.2026 £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Administration Postages Franking Machine  
1440 05.03.2026 £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Administration Postages Franking Machine  
1464 10.03.2026 £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Administration Postages Franking Machine  
1519 23.03.2026 £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Administration Postages Franking Machine  
1499 19.03.2026 £200.00 £40.00 £240.00 Community Newsletters & Communication The Link 2505/053 
1428 02.03.2026 £209.62 £41.93 £251.55 Administration Photocopier Fees Copier Charges  
1449 06.03.2026 £270.00 £0.00 £270.00 Community May Fair Costs May Fair 2026  
1547 27.03.2026 £225.00 £45.00 £270.00 Members Civic & General Expenses Refreshments  
1530 25.03.2026 £323.13 £0.00 £323.13 Comm Centre Toilet Water Community Centre Water  
1490 16.03.2026 £345.00 £0.00 £345.00 Council Machinery & Equipment VED Vehicle Tax  
1462 09.03.2026 £306.25 £61.25 £367.50 Council Machinery & Equipment Van Hire Van Hire  
1450 06.03.2026 £314.00 £62.80 £376.80 ICT Cloudy IT IT contract  
1463 10.03.2026 £368.47 £18.42 £386.89 Northam Hall Gas Gas Account  
1430 02.03.2026 £400.00 £0.00 £400.00 Northam Hall Cleaning Cleaning Northam Hall  
1553 30.03.2026 £400.00 £0.00 £400.00 Northam Hall Cleaning Cleaning Northam Hall  
1451 06.03.2026 £333.40 £66.68 £400.08 Parks & Recreation Westward Ho! Park Electrical work  
1452 06.03.2026 £335.00 £67.00 £402.00 ICT Pear Mapping Civic.ly Subscription  
1424 02.03.2026 £430.76 £0.00 £430.76 Administration Room Rental Room rental  
1471 12.03.2026 £500.00 £0.00 £500.00 Administration Postages Franking Machine  
1529 25.03.2026 £504.00 £0.00 £504.00 Planning & Development NNP Graphic Design  
1453 06.03.2026 £450.00 £90.00 £540.00 Environment & Maintenance Burrough Farm Hedge Laying 2406/088 
1454 06.03.2026 £455.00 £91.00 £546.00 CPT Cleaning Cleaning CPT  
1528 25.03.2026 £648.00 £129.60 £777.60 CPT Servicing CPT Service Contract  
1527 25.03.2026 £838.00 £0.00 £838.00 Environment & Maintenance Westward Ho! Finger Post Finger Post  
1429 02.03.2026 £805.00 £161.00 £966.00 Parks & Recreation Inspections Annual Inspection  
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1459 09.03.2026 £1,307.47 £0.00 £1,307.47 Insurances General Insurance  
1526 25.03.2026 £1,451.02 £290.20 £1,741.22 Northam Hall PPL - PRS Fees Music Licence  
1552 30.03.2026 £2,632.20 £0.00 £2,632.20 Staff Costs Salaries, HMRC and NEST Pensions  
1525 25.03.2026 £7,134.78 £0.00 £7,134.78 Staff Costs Salaries, HMRC and NEST HMRC PAYE 2508/252 
1491 18.03.2026 £19,200.00 £0.00 £19,200.00 Staff Costs Salaries, HMRC and NEST Salaries 2603/686 

  £42,150.94 £1,288.67 £43,439.61     
 

Item 14 To consider part funding night buses 
 

Devon and Cornwall Police, in conjunction with District and Town Councils locally fund a night bus service on the 21 route (Ilfracombe to Westward Ho!), though 
the bus stops in Bideford after midnight (see copy of poster attached). North Devon, Torridge, Barnstaple, Bideford and Ilfracombe councils all provide funding 
towards the provision of the route. Enclosed is a confidential briefing from Devon and Cornwall police detailing. 
  
This Council is asked if it would provide some funding towards the provision of a night bus route from Bideford to Westward Ho!. The Town Clerk understands that 
Ilfracombe Town Council provides a small fund per year (£500) to support this night bus service. Should this Council agree to assist in providing the service, the 
funding could come from the Youth Services budget 
 
Recommendation: The Council consider the proposal to provide a Night Bus service, providing the necessary funds. 
 

 
Item 15 To consider the District Council’s proposal for an examiner for the extra requirements of neighbourhood plans 
 
Background: 
Following the examination of the Northam Neighbourhood Plan, Torridge District Council (the District Council) received the Examiner’s report on 10 
February 2026.  
  
Prior to the District Council making a decision on whether the Northam Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) should proceed to a referendum, the District 
Council is undertaking a focused public engagement exercise, seeking comments relating to any implications arising out of the recent changes to the 
legal compliance and Basic Conditions against which the Northam Neighbourhood Plan was examined.  
  
Legal Changes 
The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 (Commencement No. 11 and Saving and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2026, commence sections 
98 and 99 of the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023, which came into effect on 25 March 2026. 
  
These amend Section 38C of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and Paragraph 8(2), Schedule 4B of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 in respect of the legal compliance and the Basic Conditions requirements for neighbourhood plans.   

https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/22296/Northam-Neighbourhood-Plan-Proposal
https://torridge.gov.uk/northamnpexam
https://torridge.gov.uk/northamnpexam
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/169/made#top
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/section/98
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/section/98
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/section/99
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/38C
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/38B
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/schedule/4B
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In summary, the further legal compliance requirements are as follows: 
a) so far as the qualifying body considers appropriate, and having regard to the subject matter of 

the plan, the plan must be designed to secure that the development and use of land in the 
neighbourhood area contribute to the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change; and  

b) so far as the qualifying body considers appropriate and having regard to the subject matter of 
the plan, the plan must be designed to take account of any local nature recovery strategy 
under section 104 of the Environment Act 2021 that relates to all or part of the neighbourhood 
plan area.  

  
In addition, there is a new Basic Condition requirement: 

c) the making of the neighbourhood development plan would not result in the development plan 
for the area of the authority proposing that less housing is provided by means of development 
taking place in that area than if the neighbourhood development plan were not to be 
made.  Note: this replaces the former Basic Condition that the neighbourhood plan be in 
general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area 
(Basic Condition ‘(e)’ is replaced by ‘(ea)’).   

d) A further Basic Condition, ‘(fa)', related to the new environmental assessment framework is 
commenced albeit, until such time as a completed framework for the implementation of 
Environmental Assessment Reports is in place, compliance with this Basic Condition cannot 
be assessed. 

 
 
Next steps: 
The District Council has notified this council of its intention to commence the focused consultation 
on the 16th April. An addendum to the Examiner’s report is also required. To engage the Examiner for 
this work, the District Council requires the approval of this Council. There is no financial implication 
for this council. 
 
Effect of the changes: 
The further examination of the Northam Neighbourhood Plan means it will be presented to the June 
2026 meeting of the District Council for adoption and approval to proceed to referendum. 
 
 
Recommendation: The Council approve the engagement of the same Examiner that carried out 
the previous examination of the Northam Neighbourhood Plan , Andrew Mead at IPE.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/part/6
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